PRINCE   IHTISHAM   UD   0AULEH
*The smallest show of unity among villagers would stop
this sort of thing but they are unable to resist the lure of
stolen and therefore cheap goods/' On the following day
(Sept. 25th) I reported to the ^Minister:
'There was firing by night to-day and yesterday. The
gendarmerie raid has increased local insecurity and there
have been further attacks by Lurs on villages. Bairanwand
chiefs intend to make use of my proposed trip to Khurramabad
via their country to force the Persian Government to hand
back the prisoners captured.
* It is to be hoped that when the Persian Government take
in hand the restoration of order here no mercy will be shown
to the Bairanwand tribesmen or their chiefs. This district
has been so harried that years must elapse before it can
recover. The chiefs have grown rich and own land and villages,
which should assist the Persian Government in securing
restitution, though nothing short of the death penalty for the
principal Khans can be considered adequate punishment for
the misery they have caused/
While at Nihawand I paid my respects to Prince
Ihtisham ud Dauleh.
*Mirza Ali Akbar had previously been careful to inform
him that at Hamadan Malayir and Burujird the Governors
and others had always paid the first call on me* but that I had
insisted on paying the first call on him in view of his rank and
distinguished services. He was most friendly and cordial and
was not a little flattered at my detailed references to the
historic services rendered to Persia by his father Khamber
Mirza in the fifties and sissies. He wrote to the Sardar Akram
advising him to meet my wishes in every way: he asked me to
send him a copy of Layard's Early Adventures in which axe
numerous references to his father, and I promised to send him
one. I ordered a finely bound copy to be sent to him direct
from London.
'The Prince Ihtisham ud Dauleh mentioned the presence
in Nihawand of a certain Count Liedekerk de Beaufort, a
traveller and pseudo-savant whose connection with the French
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